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• The radical climate sceptic & his ‘new ice age’ obsession
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• When Boris asked Corbyn for advice on the ‘new ice age’
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• To Flybe or not to Flybe?
• Rising energy prices, ‘Green Crap’ & the fear of Yellow Vests

Boris: Between rational optimism & green activism



The radical climate sceptic
Editor of The Spectator (1999-2005)



“Global warming is a great story. As a formula, it 
is hard to beat: disaster, floods, middle-class 
greed, dollops of guilt, angst at our shiny cars 
and our meretricious prosperity, hair-rending 
guilt that we are raping the planet. Like the 
Romans, we believe the gods will punish us for 
our naughtiness with thunderbolts and storms, 
fire and ice. There will be, in short, a colossal 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. And it is all our 
fault.”

“Global warming, indeed much of 
environmentalism, has become a new religion. 
Like the old religions, environmentalism 
preaches much good sense, is well meaning but 
has a worrying lack of logic at its core.” 



“The global warming scare uses almost every propaganda 
device. There are continual appeals to scientific authority. 
The propagandists pretend that there is scientific consensus 
that man's activities are definitely changing the climate in a 
dangerous way. This is an outright lie. You will find no 
reputable scientist who says so.”
“When the global warmers tell us that the stakes are very 
high, they are quite right. Global warming has become an 
immense international gravy train worth billions of dollars. It 
is now one of the largest recipients of government research 
money in the world. It finances jobs, grants, conferences, 
international travel and journals.” 



“Contained within the concept of sustainability is 
the presumption that there exists some theoretical 
nirvana in which mankind can live in a healthy and 
unchanging state, plucking the fruits of Eden no 
more quickly than they can be replenished, co-
existing with an equally unchanging global 
inventory of plants and beasts. No such state ever 
has existed and neither will it, for the simple 
reason that greed and shorttermism characterise
the behaviour of all living beings in their 
consumption of the world's resources.” 

“The religion of 'sustainability' is furthering the 
careers of many self-serving environmentalists, 
but it is impoverishing further the world's poor.”



“I spent two days at the  World Summit on 
Sustainable Development and everywhere I saw 
science cringing before superstition, reason retreating 
from irrationalism, and capitalism grovelling before 
fascism.” 

“The new apocalyptic religion of climate change was 
proclaimed everywhere and demanded blind, 
unquestioning acceptance. Africa itself was treated 
with condescending contempt by Europeans bringing 
windmills and other disastrously expensive and 
unsuitable technologies.” 

“In my continent of Africa, it is a race against time. If 
we can all become rich, industrialise and grow our 
food by modern agriculture using small areas, the 
wildlife will survive and the lions will roam. If we stay 
poor, the lions will become extinct. The first path 
requires science and capitalism. The second path 
requires surrender to the eco-fascists.”



• “That supposedly rational scientific theory on climate change is 
influenced by what the weather happens to be doing outside 
their labs is clear from the annals of scientific journals.” 

• “Even if the globe is warming, it is far from proven whether this 
is on balance a bad thing.”

• “It is bizarre that Britain should be leading the world in taking 
action against global warming when we would benefit more 
than anybody: a rise of 2°F would merely take our climate back 
to mediaeval times, when Northumbrian monks were knocking 
back home-made wine.”



• “The US has done more research on so-called 'global warming' than the 
rest of the world put together, and Bush's refusal to comply with the Kyoto 
Protocol reflects the conclusion of such research: there is no definite proof 
that man-made emissions have any appreciable effect on world 
temperatures… 
• It is no coincidence that global warming became a crusade of the Left just 

at the time the last Marxists lost their faith and world communism 
collapsed in ruins. Clever opponents of capitalism will swallow any lie, 
however blatant, to further their cause…” 
• “The notion that scientists, as opposed to the rest of us, are totally 

objective in their assessment of the world, and therefore to be believed 
and trusted, is nonsense.” –Paul Johnson, 17 January 2004



Boris Johnson: A rational optimist



Mayor of London 2008-2016: 
The Greening of Boris Johnson

The Tory mayor, famed for scorning the global 
warming agenda in the past, sought to throw off 
his image as the man who used to write caustic 
articles about "the religion of climate change" 
by saying that his mind had been changed by the 
incontrovertible science. "If the climate can 
change, I don't see why my mind can't," he 
said. – The Guardian 25 November 2008



Mayor of London 2008-2016: 
The Greening of Boris Johnson



The sceptical columnist at



When Boris asked Corbyn … about the 
‘new ice age’

In my despair, I rang the great physicist and meteorologist Piers Corbyn. You know Piers: he is the older brother of Jezza, 
and he is famous for believing that the world – on the whole – is getting colder, and that the whole global warming 
theory is unsound, to say the least. 

“Piers,” I said – and I felt like the children of Israel, denouncing Jeremiah for getting it wrong – “what about the new 
Ice Age? Where is it?”



Boris Johnson & 
Matt Ridley



“Leading figures in the Vote Leave referendum campaign to take Britain 
out of the EU have links to a controversial climate-sceptic think tank 
and question the science behind global warming.

The group’s three leaders Boris Johnson, Michael Gove and figurehead 
Lord Nigel Lawson have cast doubt over man-made climate change, 
which is backed by most of the world’s credible experts…

Gove – who tried to stop climate change being taught in schools – and in 
particular Johnson are seen as Conservative leadership frontrunners 
should a Brexit vote topple UK Prime Minister David Cameron, who 
backs Remain.

A spokesman for the Britain Stronger in Europe campaign said, “They 
deny the scientific evidence on climate change, just as they deny the 
economic evidence that leaving the EU would wreck the UK economy 
and cost around 820,000 jobs.”



Foreign Secretary 2016-2018



Greenwashed: The strange triumph 
of eco-Toryism

“It is easy to understand the pressure on political 
leaders, given the changing public mood. David 
Attenborough’s recent documentary and Greta 
Thunberg’s visit were both well-received and a 
panicked Tory party has decided it’s better to 
ride the green wave than to be crushed by it. 

But it is easy to cry crisis and preach doom; 
rather more difficult to devise a policy response 
which tackles climate change but avoids 
triggering the kind of backlash Emmanuel 
Macron has seen in France, where the gilets 
jaunes movement erupted in reaction to his fuel 
tax hike and he was forced to climb down.” –
Ross Clark, The Spectator, 15 June 2019



The 2019 Election 



The Prime Minister



Green Promises



To Flybe or not to Flybe?



Remember David Cameron?



What UK voters want: GWPF/YouGov Survey









November 2019



The cost of Net Zero



Will the Govt survive ever rising energy bills?

The Guardian, 29 December 2019



Challenges ahead



The Heathrow test







The Green Blob & climate activists



More challenges ahead 



Boris’ Dad



Rising energy bills & the 
Fear of Yellow Vests


